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Describing the experiences
and needs of children with
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Summary of research study
conducted by Dr Catherine Flynn
with Dr Susy Harrigan,

Professor Lorana Bartels and
Professor Susan Dennison

Prison visiting across the globe has been significantly affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic. By March 2020, all Australian prisons were suspended.

SHINE for Kids commissioned this study to improve the understanding
of the needs and experiences of children with a family member in prison,
with regard to visiting during COVID-19.
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“While it is true that the virus does not discriminate, it is accentuating and exacerbating longstanding
inequalities in society, leaving particular groups exposed to heightened vulnerability. Among these
groups requiring targeted support are children separated from their parents by incarceration. Children
of prisoners experience a deep sense of abandonment when a parent is incarcerated. That sense of
abandonment has been amplified by COVID-19 and has lifelong impact.”

April Long, National Operations Manager, SHINE for Kids.
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